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Fukushima Investigator Kiyoshi Kurokawa Wins AAAS Scientific Freedom
and Responsibility Award

Dr. Kiyoshi Kurokawa, M.D., chairman of the Health and Global Policy Institute, academic fellow of
National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies, professor emeritus of the University of Tokyo, and former
president of the Science Council of Japan, has been named to receive the 2012 AAAS Scientific
Freedom and Responsibility Award.

Kurokawa was honored by AAAS “for his contribution to society by his remarkable stewardship of an
independent investigation into the causes of the Fukushima nuclear catastrophe” and “for his courage in
challenging some of the most ingrained conventions of Japanese governance and society.”

His award-winning service followed the 11 March 2011 earthquake that triggered a devastating tsunami. The
ensuing crisis included the full meltdown of three reactors at the Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant as well as
several hydrogen-air chemical explosions and releases of radioactive materials into the atmosphere, AAAS
noted. As public fears and confusion escalated, the Japanese Parliament appointed an independent
commission, directed by Kurokawa, to investigate the causes of the accident.
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Foreign Policy presents a unique portrait of 2012's global marketplace of ideas and the thinkers who
make them.
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63 KIYOSHI KUROKAWA  (Doctor [ Japan)
For daring to tell a complacent country that groupthink can Kkill.

On March 11, 2011, tsunami waves from the worst earthquake Japan had ever seen slammed the island
country. Some 15,872 people died; 129,577 buildings collapsed; and three reactors at the Fukushima Daiichi
Nuclear Power Station in eastern Japan suffered a full meltdown, spewing radiation into the air and tainting a
50-mile radius of surrounding area. In the national debate that followed, the Japanese government
commissioned three major reports to determine what happened. The most searing one was chaired by the
outspoken Kiyoshi Kurokawa, a medical doctor and emeritus professor who blasted "collusion" between

government regulators and Tokyo Electric Power Co., which runs the plant, for causing the disaster.
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