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Aiming to Stimulate Japan’s Innovation:
Taking Advantage of “Story of Sethack”

=B

/B

BURMI R KR AR
Kiyoshi Kurokawa, M.D.

Professor, National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies

Innovation is not only manifest by technical
development but also by social change. For Japan’s
success in business, as well as in technology,
creating value for the changing Japanese social
system is definitely what we call innovation.

To realize innovation, it is very important to
establish a social system in which innovators who
have creative thoughts and actions can act freely.
In other words, it is vital to let them take action
without fear of making mistakes. Moreover,
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since Japanese people in general are inward
thinkers with a limited international perspective,
experience overseas while someone is still young
enables a global perspective to be brought to
Japan. Companies should not only seek profit.
Guiding companies towards a long-term strategic
view, considering their core purpose, is very
important.

Furthermore, company hierarchies, isolationist
tendencies and lifetime employment systems,
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should be changed. Japan is recruiting new
graduates, but the recruiting system does not fit

with the times. Bad historical practices still prevail.

Establishing an international evaluation system
for materials is fundamental for promoting Japan’s
strengths, such as materials technology, to the
world. The function of materials is essential in
many areas of life, including, for example, the

improvement of aviation fuel economy.
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This is available even in places with
no electricity.
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Figure1 Carbon Nanotubes

Carbon Nanotubes consist of carbon. They are half
the weight of aluminum and 20 times stronger than
steel. The carbon nanotubes are applied to “Hyper
Buildings,” large-scaled bridge cables, automobiles,
aircrafts, combat aircrafts, space ships (and so on)
as they are construction materials which are much
lighter and stronger than the traditional ones.

Dr. Sumio lijima Professor, Meijo University/
Senior Research Fellow, NEC developed carbon
nanotubes, and he is a prime candidate for a Nobel
Prize due to his accomplishments. (The information
is based on Wikipedia.)

Figure Courtesy of NEC
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