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I'm going to introduce today's speaker in
English for several reasons. One is because my
Japanese is not good enough to introduce him
properly. Secondly, his English is better than my
English. But thirdly, the use of English at Japanese
universities is one of Dr.Kurokawa's main points.
And I support him not only in that, but in many
other very important points.

When 1 first read in the Chronicle of Higher
Education, (I don't know if all of you read the
Chronicle of Higher Education, I expect many of
you do) a very excellent article on him about a

month ago, I was extremely impressed. Particularly
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because he holds many of the same opinions that I
hold. Therefore, I was impressed. Of course, I'm
joking. But looking at his resume that you all have,
we recognize that here is a man who's not only a
great medical doctor, but also a leader of social
policy and educational policy. Among those many
opinions that I strongly share with him, is the
importance of developing women in Japanese
society in general, but in particular in academic
society and in the scientific community. Also the
need to reduce the impact of the koza-sei in medical
education in Japan. But most of all where I strongly
support his vision is the need for us as academic
leaders to ask ourselves what are the results of
conferences like this, what is the action agenda from

what we speak about? What do we do, not just
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what we discuss, is a very important point.

So having said those things about today’s very
eminent speaker, I will now turn the floor over to
him, and thank IBM very much for inviting him
here today. Thank you for allowing me to do the
introduction in English and thank you, Dr.Kurokawa,

for being here today.
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